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SUNDAY SERVICES
10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2008
W S I
The Rev. Bryan D. Jessup—speaking
Worship Reader: Whitney Rimel ~ Worship Anchor: Emily Cranch Moats

On May 5, 1862, in Puebla, Mexico, the indigenous people rose up and began driving
the French imperialists from their country. Indigenous people here in the valley have
rallied in the thousands several times over the last few years to drive inhuman and
imperialist values from their land. “Somos humanos!” these working people say. We
are human beings.

Pastoral Care
Barbara Cutright

COMING UP IN JUNE

)
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SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2008

S w
The Rev. Bryan Jessup—speaking
We often think that UUism is a
faith that requires a great deal of
education. While we surely value
clear thought, education and class
privilege are not prerequisites for
our faith. If we will stop and listen
to them, many people from various
places in our society will be
attracted to our way of working on
our souls with “mind and heart
together.” And part of our own
“soul work™ is to open up, slow
down, and listen.

SUNDAY, MAY 11, 2008
H Y M —C F A T
The Rev. Bryan D. Jessup, et al.—speaking
Worship Reader: Emily Cranch Moats  Worship Anchor: Jackie Roh

L !

On Mother’s Day, the very best way we can pay tribute to the women who gave us
birth is by ending violence and beginning anew to live in sustainable and just ways.

SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2008
TOWN HALL MEETING
9:00 A.M.

C AC O P

SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2008
N F

Aubree Smith, DRE; The Junior Youth and Advisors--speaking
Worship Anchor: Ellen Gruenbaum

SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2008
P W ST W U
The Rev. Bryan D. Jessup, et al.--speaking
Worship Reader: Sydney Story  Worship Anchor: Emily Cranch Moats

On Memorial Day, we stop and notice people who have gone but who, nonetheless,
never leave our hearts. What has made those positive, helping people unforgettable to
us, and what might they have to tell us about how we might choose to live?




ADMINISTRATION

E-COMMUNITY
The Green Sheet in the 21st Century at UUCF
by Judi Kralevich, Office Assistant

Again we have added another feature to our website.

You can now submit a Green Sheet article right from the
website! Go to www.uufresno.org, look down the page
and click on the “Programs and Events” button. When
the page opens, slide down to the very bottom and
follow the link to the submission form.

When you fill out the form, it will be sent to Ed Smith
(aka “Green Sheet Ed”), and he will process it for
addition to the weekly Green Sheet. If you still wish to
email an article to him, please use
greensheet@uufresno.org as his email address.

If you have any additional questions, please give me a
call at 322-6146.

which has been shown to reduce violence and recidivism
in the community and in prisons. Discover how you can
support or participate.—Sam Zutler,

A Message to the fans of the UU Town Hall. After the
May presentation, we plan to take a summer sabbatical
and perhaps start up again in September. So-enjoy
sleeping later on the third Sunday.—Sam Zutler,

MEMBERSHIP

PLEASE HONOR THESE IMPORTANT DEADLINES:
June Newsletter:

May 20 Deadline for submission
May 27 Folding/Mailing

July Newsletter:

June 24 Deadline for submission
July 1 Folding/Mailing

Newsletter Policy Reminder. Soon the newsletter will
go out via e-mail only to all members and friends who
have e-mail addresses. However, if you wish to receive
a paper copy instead, please let us know. Thank you.
Leslee Weaver, Administrator, 322-6146.

Child Care Needs. If you are planning on attending an
event and wish childcare, please call DRE Aubree Smith
at 322-6146.

SUNDAY SERVICES

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! The UU Town Hall presents
“Creating a Culture of Peace” on Sunday, May 18, at
9:00 a.m. Hear about an international nonviolence
training program being introduced in Fresno:
Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) from Quaker
Vicki Carroll, former prison psychologist Dr. Jay
Adams, and former Beyond War organizer (now a
statewide coordinator for AVP) George Ramos. Enjoy
an upbeat experiential taste of a 20-hour workshop,

AMONG OURSELVES

Betty Pingel fell and broke both her wrists. She would
be greatly cheered by cards from her old friends. Her
address is in the directory.—Pastoral Care, Vickie Haas,

A message from Tom and Doris Lang: It was good to
be ‘home’ for a few days. As many of you know, we
were back in Fresno for the dedication. The new church
was everything we expected it to be and more! And we
enjoyed seeing many of our friends again.
Congratulations on the awards you’ve been getting. You
deserve every one. ‘Til next time. Doris & Tom Lang.
P.S. Hope to see you in Salt Lake City for UU
Convention 2009!

Memorial Service for Betty Godfrey. Saturday, May
24, at 2:00 p.m., there will be a memorial service for
Betty Godfrey.—Bryan Jessup, 322-6146

The Pastoral Care Committee is encouraging all senior
citizens to place a FILE OF LIFE on your refrigerator
with pertinent identifying information in case of
emergency. These can be had by phoning the Fresno-
Madera Agency on Aging (453-4405) and simply asking
them to mail you the FILE OF LIFE. Then, you fill out
the form with all your information and place it on your
refrigerator. If 911 is ever called, everything is there for
them to see! Planning ahead has really helped many
people, so pick up your phone today! Additional
Questions? Call Shirley Valett

Church Yard Sale! All-Church Fun(d) Raising
Event, May 3, 2008. Many thanks to everyone who has
signed up to work on the yard sale so far. If you need a
tax deduction form for donated items, ask for one at the
yard sale table before or after Sunday service.

We are still in need of help on Thursday, May 1, and
Friday, May 2, and at all four shifts on Saturday, May 3.
If you can come by for even a short time, it would be
appreciated. We had a great time last year meeting new
people and renewing friendships. Hope you can join us.



The official time slots on Saturday, May 3, are:
6:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

12:30 to 2:30 or 3:00 p.m.

Women from M’ella House who are graduating from the
program are coming at 12:30 p.m., May 3, to take any
clothing, house wares, or furniture that will help them in
starting their new lives. We will need your trucks and
bodies to help as needed and to close down the sale. To
volunteer and bring smiles to the faces of Karen
Goodman and Wilda Moller,.

The Used Book Sale will continue May 4 and May 11.
It takes place in the vestry behind the stage. During the
week you can leave your books on the stoop by the west-
side door. We now have cards by both Tom Richardson
and George Flint. Other cards are available on sale.
There are recent books by Karen Armstrong, The Spiral
Staircase, and Christopher Hitchens, Why Orwell
Matters, along with cookbooks and quilting books.
Also, check at the Bookstore to see if a CD you have
ordered has come in. Since Sunday morning sermons
and talks are now on our website (uufresno.org), we are
not usually making copies for distribution through the
Bookstore. Jewelry is available as well, and we will be
ordering more pieces.—Jack Pitt

UUs in the News: Ellen Gruenbaum and Jay O'Brien
will receive special recognition by the College of Arts
and Humanities at California State University, Fresno
for their contributions to the creation of a Middle East
Studies Project. A reception in their honor will be held
on Thursday, May 1, in Room 192 of the Peters Building
on the Fresno State campus beginning at 6:00 p.m. The
Middle East Studies Project will strengthen and enhance
undergraduate instruction in international studies and
foreign languages, specifically Persian and Arabic. Their
efforts also generated an Interdisciplinary Minor in
Middle East Studies, which includes coursework in the
history, philosophy, and political economy of the Middle
East, Islam, Islamic civilization, women in Islam, and a
study abroad program in Cairo, Egypt. Bravo guys!'—
Bob Hudgens,

In support of the California Opera Association, Edna
Garabedian, director, which will be recognizing the
Fresno Opera League, a fashion show and bidding on
opera singers—Don Gaede will perform—on May 17,
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at Grand Occasions. If you
would like to sit at the UU Church table for eight, call
Ray Ensher at 439-8140. You can sponsor a UU student
if you cannot attend. The cost is $50.00.—Ray Ensher,

Third Sunday Lunch. Many thanks to the Library
Committee for helping with the March 16 luncheon, the
“Life’s Musings” Spiritual Quest group for attending to
the April 13 luncheon, and all others whose work made
these lunches successful. These members brought
cookies for dessert, served the lunch, and cleaned up the
kitchen afterwards. Sydney Story and Tom Richardson
donated delicious soups for the March luncheon, and Pat
Sigala generously provided the bread. | appreciate the
commitment to these small, but important,
congregational events! Any interested members,
committees, groups of friends, or persons looking for
opportunities for involvement in these lunches, call Sheli
Glasrud.

Our apologies to Linda Knight and the Grounds
Committee for our inadvertent omission of this
report in the 2008 Annual Report presented on
April 13, 2008:

ANNUAL REPORT, April 2008
Grounds Committee
Submitted by Linda Knight, Chairperson

Committee Members: Bob Hudgens, Sue Strauss, Dick
Richardson, Ed Johnson, Sarah Avena, Linda Knight,
Chairperson.

Its first year as a committee separate from the
former Building and Grounds Committee, the Grounds
Committee has been successful at prioritizing the
remaining landscaping projects. We have thus been
able to balance the enormity of the remaining tasks at
hand and the desire to retain the enthusiasm of the
committee member. We have strived to limit the number
of “work parties” to avoid burnout, not only of the
committee members but also of the church community.

The tasks that were identified, in order of
priority, were:

. Plant, irrigate and mulch the crescent

2. Put stepping stones in medians in parking

area

3. Plant memorial garden and area in around

the minister’s office

4. Create “George Burman™

conversation/sitting area

5. Dust control (bark?) area around air

conditioning units

6. Plant east area in front of offices (fountain

grasses and bark) and provide irrigation

7. Revise irrigation to orange grove to connect

to city water

8. Plant area around ““big circle” (south of

kitchen) with deer grass (muhlengergia
rigens)



9. Plant fenceline (co-housing) with Nandina
(heavenly bamboo)
10. Plant area south of kitchen with deer grass
11. Plant west area in front of offices
12. Plant bike area

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

e Planted the crescent, installed drip irrigation and
mulched with bark.

e Received bids from three lawn and yard
maintenance companies/individuals.
The lowest bid was from our gardener on
Millbrook, who has been very easy to work with
in the past and continues to be. He is
appreciative of our efforts to be green and has
been adaptive to those efforts.

e Spread wood chips in parking medians to enable
walking across muddy medians in rainy season

e Spread wood chips to the west of the air
conditioning units to minimize dust in summer.

e Received three bids for leveling the Burman
conversation area and installing pavers for
Memorial Garden. Awarded contract to lowest
bidder, our gardener. Project has been started as
of the date of submission of this report.

e Installed irrigation in the east area in front of
offices and planted two-thirds of the grasses.

e We have included the congregation in several
work parties at the church.

GOALS:

e The goal of the Grounds Committee continues to
be to prioritize the landscaping master plan and
to implement it in a systematic and reasoned
way, keeping_in mind the interest and continued
enjoyment of the committee

e We would like to develop a more systematic
approach to including new members in
“opportunities” to be involved in landscaping
projects.

e Create a notebook for the Grounds committee
which contains contact information and
timetable for plant maintenance.

Thank you for your generous donations to the
Building Fund:

Chuck & Hazel Creighton; Bill & Bette Noblett
In memory of Betty Godfrey

Carl & Esther Robinson
In honor of Bill and Marion Young

Les Reid
In memory of Stone Evan Sells

Les Reid
In honor of Steve Sacks & Valerie Johnson

First Quarter Statements. We are in the process of e-
mailing as well as sending paper copies of the 2008 first
quarter statements to church members and friends. If all
goes well with the e-mailing, we will switch to that
mode of delivery in the second quarter. Members and
friends who do not have e-mail will, of course, remain
on the “snail mail” list. Thanks! Tito Hinojosa, Finance
Manager, Judi Kralevich, Office Assistant, Leslee
Weaver, Administrator—322-6146.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

FINANCE

STEWARDSHIP

Universal Health Care Symposium: “Are You Sick of
Living in a Nation without a National Health Care
Program?” The Symposium on Saturday, May 3, 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., CSUF, at the University Business
Center, Alice Peters Auditorium (parking in Lot J) is
organized by Dr. Ali Rezapour of Physicians for a
National Health Care Program and features dynamite
speakers from the national PNHP office and Sara Rogers
of Senator Sheila Kuehl's ( SB840) office. Several local
and state organizations dedicated to the passage of single
payer health care program in California are co-
sponsoring this event.—Linda Knight

Unitarians Walk for the Mind of America. We are
organizing a team for the NAMI walk again this year.
We hope you will be able to join us or sponsor our team
for the walk on Saturday. May 10, 8:00 a.m., at
Woodward Park. If you are interested in joining as a
walker or making a donation, look for our table after
church services during the month of April. At that time,
we will also be taking prepaid orders for our team shirts
which feature a lighthouse and a quote from Albert
Schweitzer: "At times our own light goes out and is
rekindled by a spark from another person.” We are
excited to grow our team and be recognized in our local
community as a congregation who walks the talk. Thank




you for your participation, support, and well wishes!—
Linda Spalding, National Alliance on Mental IlIness,

May 11 Social Justice Sunday Collection: The Social
Justice Collection for May will be for the Children's
Hospital Food Pantry. Several hundred parents every
year who are staying at bedside with their children are
provided with food by social workers who follow the
children. These are parents who are at the hospital
without funds to purchase food and often are without
transportation to return home to obtain food. The
hospital does not provide food for bedside parents and
there is a critical shortage of food in the pantry. Please
make your checks out to UUCF with “Children’s
Hospital Food Pantry” written on the memo line. Thank
you. Nancy Hatcher,

GREEN SANCTURY

Green Sanctuary Action Plan Completed. The Green
Sanctuary Committee has completed the Action Plan
required to apply for Green Sanctuary candidacy.
Following Board approval, it was presented to the
congregation on Earth Day Sunday last month. It is
posted on the church website, and paper copies are
available upon request. Our target completion date will
be December 2009, at which time we’ll apply for Green
Sanctuary accreditation. Watch this column for
announcements of upcoming events and opportunities to
get involved in Green Sanctuary activities.—Connie
Young,

.  Low Carbon Challenge

£'¥ d
v a3 4 What is the Challenge? The UULM Low

Carbon Challenge is one of our Green
Sanctuary Action Plan activities, in which we will
respond to climate change at a household level. The
goal is for Unitarian Universalists in California to
collectively lose one million pounds of carbon dioxide
emissions by Earth Day 2009.

How will we achieve the goal? We’ll form “Carbon
Rings,” each comprised of five to eight UU households
(non-UU friends welcome). The Carbon Rings will
meet for eight sessions to share in guided discussion
about global warming and then go on a “Low Carbon
Diet.” The goal of the diet is to lose 5,000 pounds of
carbon dioxide emissions per household in 60 days. A
study guide and workbook are required for this program.
Carbon Rings will form in June, September, and
January. How can you find out more about it?

- Look for information on the Social Justice table

- Go to the UULM website: uulmca.org. Click on
“Current Programs” and go to the UULM Low Carbon
Challenge Page

- Call Patti Potter, or Connie Young,

Bike to Work Day! Who wants to ride? The Fresno
Bike Coalition is sponsoring Bike to Work Day on
Thursday, May 17. It is also holding a Bike Festival on
Saturday, May 19. More information at:
www.fresnobike.org or Linda Knight.

The Conscious Consumer. Are you making travel
plans for the summer or a holiday weekend? If your
plans include renting a car, consider renting a hybrid
vehicle from Alamo, Avis, Budget, Enterprise, or Hertz.
There are even hybrid taxis in Boston, Chicago, Los
Angeles, New York City, and San Francisco. Try one
the next time you're there.—Liza Robinson, or

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Revived Resource! The updated George Dirksen UU
Library is located in the church vestry behind the
Sanctuary, and is ready for use. Nonfiction material
may be self-checked out under the honor system. Signs
will aid the loan process for borrowing material. —Bill
Head, Chair, Ad hoc Library Committee

UUCF Midweek Meeting! On Wednesdays, the UUCF
Midweek Meeting takes place. It’s an open event!
Come one, come all. In the Midweek Meeting, the Rev.
Jessup leads exploration and discussion of UU History,
Theology, and Spirituality. Midweek Meeting will
occur almost every Wednesday (barring holiday
conflicts) at 7:00 p.m., in the Sanctuary.

Dalai Lama Renaissance! Friday May 9, 7:00 p.m., in
the Sanctuary--$10 donation. At this time, the Adult RE
Committee of the UU Church of Fresno and the Fresno
River Zen Group will co-sponsor the film Dalai Lama
Renaissance. The event will be a fundraiser--$5 for the
arts in Tibet and $5 for the creation of a brand new
“Fresno Meditation Center.” — Bryan Jessup, 322-6146



SOCIAL AFFAIRS
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Home Gardening: On May 10, at 10 a.m., we will have
a Potluck and Planning Meeting for the 2008-2009
church year. Please come with your favorite dish to
share and your best ideas for next year's activities.

When September, arrives we'll be all set to start the
fun.—An Bruenelle, , and Linda Knight,

Beacon Street Book Group Meets May 15, at 7:00
p.m. This month we will be discussing Pulitzer Prize
winning novelist Willa Cather’s 1923 novel, A Lost
Lady. All members and friends of the church are
welcome to join us. We are an eclectic group with
eclectic tastes in literature, but we all like to read, talk,
and have fun. For more information on where we meet
and how we operate, call Babs Eskin.

The Women's Group will meet with Bernadette Siegel,
486 W. San Ramon #102, Fresno, at 10:00 a.m., on May
17, 2008. We'll discuss "Getting Old.” Come enjoy
friendship, conversation, and refreshments. For
information, call Bernadette at or Betty Ramos

Calling All Pedal Pushers! Since we plan to have a
bike ride once a month after church, please join us after
church on May 18. Destination to be determined. Any
preferences? Children 13 and under must be
accompanied by an adult. Permission slip required for
all unaccompanied minors. Remember your helmet and
water as well as snacks or snack money. Please stay in
touch with us. For the Green Sanctuary Committee,
Tom and Louise Richardson

75 Alive. On Tuesday, May 27, our 75 ALIVE group
will meet at 10:00 a.m., in Rm. 7. Anyone who is 75
years (or older) is welcome to join us. Our minister,
Bryan Jessup, will lead us in a discussion of UU prayer
and meditation. In preparation, you may wish to read
the article "Praying as Unitarian Universalists" on pages
18-21 in the spring 2008 UU World magazine. It asks
the question: How can we pray with integrity, grace,
power and purpose? This will be our final meeting this
season. We will resume meeting in the fall. Questions?
Phone Bob or Shirley Valett

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

DRE Column. Raising our children is certainly a
challenging job. | see parents struggle with setting
limits, and encouraging healthy habits for their children.
As a parent, | struggle with knowing when to say no and
when to require participation in a family or other
activity. With all the demands on our time, | fear that
we sometimes place our moral/spiritual growth as a
lower priority. However, | think this could be a mistake.
In life, maintaining the ability to be centered and caring
can yield amazing results at work and home. Having a



moral compass and a sense of purpose in life can be life
saving. So, this month | encourage you to think about
the idea of “Spiritual Discipline.” Are we, as parents,
modeling a commitment to caring for our spiritual
growth? Do we tend to our own growth daily? And just
as we require our children to brush their teeth, I think it’s
beneficial to require them to attend church, a family
dinner, and/or a nature hike. As adults they will choose
how to feed their spirits, but as parents it’s important to
teach them forms of spiritual discipline. These lessons
enrich their lives and show them how to really live, not
just survive. With love, Aubree

May Youth Birthdays!

Ross Carey is sixteen on May 1!

Elijah Mullen is thirteen on May 3!

Marissa Martinez is ten on May 11!

Cameron Johnson is fourteen on May 14!

Jacob Costa is eleven on May 20!

Erik Glasrud is thirteen on May 25!

Please join Aubree in wishing them a Happy Birthday!

YRE Important Dates:

Youth Adult Council Meeting  May, 11, 2008
Youth RE Committee Meeting May19, 2008
Junior Youth Sunday Service May 18, 2008
Bridging Ceremony for Seniors June 8, 2008
End of Year Carnival June 15, 2008
Summer Camp June 23-27, 2008

May 4, 2008
Unit: Environmental Justice
Grade Lesson Teacher(s)
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May 11, 2008
Unit: Love & Relationships: Mother’s Day
Grade Lesson Teacher(s)
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May 18, 2008
Unit: Environmental Justice
Grade Lesson Teacher(s)
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May 25, 2008
Unit: Love & Relationships: Memorial Day
Grade Lesson Teacher(s)
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SERVING ON SUNDAY

May 2008
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THE LAST WORD May 2008

(Musings from the Minister)
April 24, 2008

The last word for this week is the phrase “keep the faith.” 1 think of the phrase today
because, in his response to the tragic shooting of the student at Roosevelt High, the Mayor has
asked communities of faith to step up on the mental health front. | am certain that we want to do
that. | am certain that we want to “keep the faith” with our members and friends who are affected
by mental health issues by providing a safe and supportive environment and a warm, inclusive,
caring community.

I am also sure that we want to “keep the faith” with them by advocating for full and
complete mental health services readily available for all who need them. With huge amounts of
our national resources going to war and huge amounts of state and local resources going to law
enforcement and prisons, social services in general and mental health services in particular have
been severely cut. | believe it’s time we got out of this cycle of violence and began building
communities around the world instead of blowing them up. And | believe it’s time we reclaim
the public good from the shallow mantras of “no new taxes.”

I believe it’s time for us to “keep the faith” with the best we know about building healthy
communities and that includes paying for them. So happy May Day!!! And keep the faith.

Yours in the journey,
Bryaww



